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A new virus of the family Bunyaviridae, genus Orthobunyavirus has recently emerged in 
Materials and methods
49
In 2010, a total of 1,223 sheep flocks (with professional incomes) were registered in Walloon
50
Region (South of Belgium), including 48,000 animals (DGARNE, 2012). 
67
The comparison of prolificacy rates and the comparison of the number of breeding females in 68 PF and NF was realized using a paired non-parametric Wilcoxon signed-rank test and a non- The numbers and characteristics of sheep considered in this survey are listed in Table 1 . 85 Different sheep breeds used for meat production were represented with a predominance of 86 Texel.
87
The observed and the expected prolificacy rates for each flock was estimated considering the The flock dystocia rate was significantly higher (mean 18.5%, median 13%, minimum 0% 108 and maximum 66.7%) in PF compared to NF (mean 6.4%, median 0%, minimum 0% and 109 maximum 83% in only one flock of small size) (Fisher's exact test, P <0.001). In addition, 110 lamb mortality during the first week of life was reported more frequently by farmers in PF (8 111 of 13 PF, 61.5%) than in NF (1 of 13 NF, 7.7%) (Fisher's exact test, P = 0.01). 
